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10 In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and 

through whom everything exists, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through 

what he suffered.  11 Both the one who makes people holy and those who are made holy are 

of the same family.  So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters.  12 He says,  

“I will declare your name to my brothers and sisters;  

in the assembly I will sing your praises.” 
13 And again,  

“I will put my trust in him.” 

And again he says,  

“Here am I, and the children God has given me.” 
14Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his 

death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil—
15and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.  16For surely it 

is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants.  17For this reason he had to be made like 

them, fully human in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high 

priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people.  
18Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being 

tempted. 

 

 

“Wait, wait… I make him better, Humperdinck suffers?”  “Humiliations galore!”  “That 

is a noble cause.”  Do you know those lines?  I’m not sure if you’re familiar them or not, but it’s 

a dialogue between Miracle Max and Inigo Montoya in one of my all-time favorite movies, The 

Princess Bride.  It popped into my head I was preparing today’s sermon particularly because of 

that word, humiliation.  It’s an interesting word, isn’t it?  What kind of thoughts pop into your 

head when you hear the word humiliation? 

Some synonyms I found when I looked it up were shame, embarrassment, indignity, 

disgrace, and the list went on from there.  But humiliation isn’t necessarily a bad thing.  Because 

at the root of that word “humiliation” is the word “humble.”  And what kind of thoughts does the 

word humble bring to your mind?  Shamed?  Disgraced?  Embarrassed?  Probably not.  If we call 

someone humble, it’s usually because they’re respectful, modest, or meek.  Humility is 

something most of us would consider a virtue.  And like any true virtue, it’s something we can 

find epitomized by Jesus. 

When we speak of Jesus’ humiliation, we might think at first of the times when He was 

humiliated by those around Him, as they looked down on Him, disregarded Him, and eventually 

handed Him over for execution.  But really, Jesus’ humiliation isn’t something that was imposed 

on Him.  It’s something that He willingly chose.  It started with Jesus, God the Son, allowing 

Himself to be born as a little baby, in an unquestionably humble setting, and then living on this 

world for the next thirty some years as a human being.  We see it deepen as He begins His 

ministry constantly putting the needs of others before His own, and finally we see His 

humiliation reach its climax as He suffers, and dies, and is buried in a tomb. 



2 

 

Why did Jesus need to humiliate Himself?  We have the answer to that question in the 

first verse of our text: In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, 

for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the pioneer of their salvation 

perfect through what he suffered.  The first thing to look at here is what the author means that 

Jesus was made perfect through His suffering.  It isn’t that Jesus was imperfect, or sinful, and He 

had to be made better somehow, what it means that Jesus was made perfect is that He reached 

His goal.  He completed God’s plan of salvation.  And He accomplished that through suffering.   

Then we have that line that says Jesus is the pioneer of our salvation.  You may recall 

some other translations using author instead, but pioneer is really a better fit here.  The idea isn’t 

just that Jesus wrote our salvation for us to bring us into glory but that He blazed the trail.  He 

went through suffering and humiliation into glory first so that we too could go from suffering 

into glory. 

Finally, we have that expression, “it was fitting.”  In our Gospel Lesson this morning, we 

heard a young Jesus reminding Mary and Joseph that it was necessary for Him to be in His 

Father’s house going about His Father’s business.  “Being about His Father’s business,” meant 

much more than a few days studying in the temple.  Verse 11 from our text tells us that Both the 

one who makes people holy (Jesus) and those who are made holy (us) are of the same 

family.  So part of what was fitting, part of the Father’s business, was that Jesus would take on 

our human nature, being born into this world as a human, baby boy.  But that connection that we 

have with Jesus isn’t the full extent of what the author of Hebrews is talking about here.  We 

aren’t just brothers and sisters with Jesus because He chose to take on our humanity and clothe 

Himself in human flesh.  We are brothers and sisters with Jesus because He clothed us in His 

righteousness.  He made us children of God.  The Son of God became human so that humans 

could become the sons and daughters of God.  That was the business that the Father sent Him to 

accomplish: to release us, to redeem us, and to help us.  In order to do that, He had to humble 

himself.  He had to be humiliated.  He had to suffer. 

Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by 

his death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the 

devil—15and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.  Verse 

11 ends by telling us that Jesus is not ashamed to call us His brothers and sisters.  That’s really 

one of the greatest Christmas miracles of all, isn’t it?  Because as we sit here on December 27, 

with just four days left in 2015, it’s pretty hard to imagine how anyone who knows everything 

that we’ve done, and said, and thought, over the last twelve months would not be ashamed to call 

us family. 

We know how greatly we have sinned.  And we know from God’s Word what we deserve 

because of our sins.  If it were up to us to overcome our sinful inclinations and free ourselves 

from God’s verdict for our sins, we would wake up every morning with the terror of the last’s 

day’s failures haunting us and the dread of what the coming day might bring.  We would live in 

constant fear of dying knowing that we have failed to live up to God’s demands of perfection.   

But Jesus came into this world to humble Himself, to suffer and die so that the threat of 

death itself would be destroyed and the power of the devil undone.  At the very first mention of 

the coming Savior God revealed that there would be a conflict between Jesus and the Devil.  

“You will strike His heel” God told Satan, “but He will crush your head.”  We can see that 

conflict throughout Jesus’ life.  Starting with the wicked King Herod sending our troops to try to 

end Jesus’ mission before it had barely even begun.  Satan continued his attempts to tempt Jesus 
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to sin throughout His life and after failing again and again, he finally resorted to turning the 

minds of the people against Jesus so that they would hand Him over to be crucified.   

Imagine the celebration of the devil and his evil angels as Jesus, the Son of God, breathed 

His final breath on the cross.  Satan must have thought he’d done much more than bruise this 

Savior’s heel.  But what Satan could not comprehend was that in dying, Jesus had defeated Him.  

No longer was the human race enslaved to the power and the fear of death that he had ensnared 

them in with that first deception in the Garden of Eden.  Jesus, with His dying breath, had paid 

the penalty for our sins and clothed us in His perfection, and given us the promise of eternal life, 

releasing us from Satan’s bonds, and binding Satan and all his schemes with the gospel message 

of forgiveness through Christ’s blood. 

When Jesus took back His life and emerged from the tomb on Easter morning, He 

released us from any need to fear death, assuring us that just as He had risen to the glory of the 

Father so too we, His brothers and sisters, will be raised on the Last Day.  Through His suffering 

and humiliation, Jesus blazed the trail for us to eternal life in heaven and released us from the 

power of the devil. 

Verse 17 of our text tells us that the reason Jesus had to humble Himself and be made 

like [us], fully human in every way, was so that he might become a merciful and faithful 

high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people.  

We saw very similar words in our message on Christmas Eve from the Apostle Paul.  The 

purpose of Jesus coming into this world was to redeem us, to make atonement, offering up His 

perfect life as the payment for our sins so that we could receive adoption into God’s family. 

What a beautiful example of that we have with little Ezra here.  Just as God has made 

Ezra a member of His family, placing His name on Ezra through the sacrament of Baptism which 

connects him to that redemption Jesus won for him on the cross, He has brought each and every 

one of you into His family as well.  By the merit of Christ’s suffering and death, He has placed 

His name on you.  And so we proudly bear His name and call ourselves Christians. 

Just as Jesus suffered in this world because He was the Christ, we too—His redeemed 

brothers and sisters—will suffer in this world because we are Christians.  But the same is true, 

that just as Jesus is no longer suffering but sits in all glory and honor and power on His heavenly 

throne, we too because He has made us redeemed members of His family will also be crowned 

with glory.  Through His suffering and humiliation, we have been crowned with His glory 

already.  And now we merely look forward to the day when that glory will be revealed in full. 

And even now, as we wait and long for that day, Jesus is with us.  The final verse of our 

text reminds us that because Jesus suffered and was tempted, He is able to help us when we 

are tempted.  God’s plan for our salvation was not simply that Jesus would destroy the power of 

the devil and release us from the bonds of his power and our own fear of death; it wasn’t only 

that Jesus would redeem us from our sins with His holy, precious blood; God’s plan for our 

salvation also included that Jesus would be a human just like us who would suffer and be 

tempted just like us so that He can help us when we suffer and are tempted. 

Jesus knows how the devil works.  He knows that the devil is going to be working 

overtime on you because you have had Jesus name placed on you and been brought into His 

family.  Best of all, Jesus knows how to help you defend yourself against the devil’s attacks. 

There are times when we feel very isolated and alone; times when we feel like nobody 

could understand what we’re going through or even if they could, that no one would care.  But in 

sending forth His Son into this world, God ensured that you would always have Someone to turn 

to.  You are never, ever alone.  Jesus is always at your side.  And as comforting as that was when 
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I was a five-year-old child trying to fall asleep in room filled with darkness.  It is still just as 

comforting as a twenty-six-year old, trying to be a Christian in a world filled with darkness.  

Jesus is always at your side.   

Jesus is right there with you, and He is going to help you stand up under Satan’s attacks.  

And He is going to do that with the same weapon He used to destroy Satan: His holy Word.  In 

God’s holy Word, He invites us to bring all of our sorrows and grief and our struggles and 

temptations to Him and He promises to help us.  In His Word, He swears to us that He will never 

allow us to be tempted beyond what we can bear and then He gives us in His Word the strength 

we need to stand up against temptation.  And when we fail to cling to His Word and allow 

ourselves to be swept away by temptation, He reminds us in His Word that He died to forgive 

that sin too. 

Have you trials and temptations?  Is there trouble anywhere?  Jesus knows your every 

weakness—Take it to the Lord in prayer.  When you do that—when you take your troubles to 

Jesus—He’s going to point you to His Word.  He’s going to fill you up with the powerful 

message of the Gospel: that He humiliated Himself for you, allowing Himself to suffer and die, 

so that He could release you from your fears, redeem you from your sins, and be there for you 

when you suffer. 

Everything He did, He did as the pioneer of your salvation, blazing the trail, making the 

way for you.  He is the way, and truth, and the life.  As we enter this New Year, let us hold fast 

to Him, Jesus our Savior and Redeemer as He strengthens us to go about our Father’s business.  

Amen. 
 


